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NRP | The Logo

The three rings reflect
each of the stake-
holders involved in
Minneapolis neighbor-
hood revitalization: resi-
dents, government and the private sector. The
focus of the NRP is the point at which the
three rings intersect. NRP staff work to bring
residents, government and private interests
together to share resources and talents, address

problems and take advantage of opportunities.
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Founded in 1990, the Minneapolis Neighborhood I NRP I The Process I
Revitalization Program (NRP) is an innovative
effort to change the future of the City’s 81 neigh- Resi dents use a Six step Pr ocess to

. define what they want hei r
borhoods and make them better places to live, nei ghbor hood and pr epar e thel r

work, learn and play. Through collaboration with 7l gliloerneed Bl
1. Devel op a proposed work plan and

government and others, neighborhoods organize budget for the planning process.

residents, gather information, prioritize needs, The " nei ghbor hood prepares a work
plan detailing how it wll: get a
identify resources and implement solutions that diversity of " people and interests
, . o i nvol ved, gather information, define
improve neighborhood and city livability. nei ghbor hood issues and oppor tuni -

ties, and structure meetings and
events to devel op their plan.

The NRP is governed by a joint-powers agreement Build wide and diverse citizen

between the five government jurisdictions that Part' Ci patl on and gather inforna-

ion. Nel ghbor hood i Ssues, concerns

serve the residents of Minneapolis: The City of and pri or| tl es are identified through

) ) . ) ] neetings, surveys, events and focus

Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minneapolis roups ma_naged by t he nei ghbor hood
RRP commttee.

Public Schools, Minneapolis Parks and Recreation,

3. Daft a plan that includes a
Vi si on, %als and objectives. The
nei ghborhood NRPcommttee works
with residents, governnent staff and
others to devel op strategies, define
time lines and costs, and assign
responsi bilities for inpl emant ation.

and Minneapolis Public Libraries.

4. Obtain residents’ review and
approval of the plan. Residents are
invited to review the neighborhood
draft plan for final approval .

5. Submt the plan to government al
jurisdictions for review, approval
and fund |n? NRP noney is used to
| everage ot her communi ty resour ces
to hel'p acconplish néighborhood
pl an strategies.

6. Inplement the Plan. The nei ghbor -
hood works w th governnent ‘staff
and others to ensure successf ul
i npl enentation of the plan.
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As Chair of the Minneapolis Neighborhood
Revitalization Program Policy Board, I am excited
to share the second volume of the NRP Progress
Report, Bildng @monity By Bild g Rrtrerships.

In 1991, six Minneapolis neighborhoods began
development of their Neighborhood Action Plans.
Today, NRP enters its seventh year with the

involvement of every neighborhood in the City.

Our progress is only possible because we share a
vision that Minneapolis can be a better place to
live, work, learn and play. Working toward this
goal has required the tireless commitment of resi-
dents and government staff in creative collabora-

tion to affect change in our city.

The pages of this report celebrate the vision of
NRP, our efforts and our successes, and remind us
that together we will continue building communi-

ty by building partnerships.

Sincerely,

(/S

Ann Berget
Chair, NRP Policy Board
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The first NRP Progress Report was published in March, 1995. In it, we shared some of the achievements of
our first four years. Our newest report features more of the exciting, creative and important NRP accom-
plishments that improve neighborhood and city livability. Many of these projects are multi-neighborhood
endeavors that draw together communities working toward mutual goals. These dynamic collaborations

transcend geographic boundaries and make NRP progress more visible than ever.

NRP has invested more than $53 million in Minneapolis neighborhoods since the program began 1991.
Nearly 90 percent of that money was invested after 1994 in response to the priorities defined by neighbor-
hood First Step and Action Plans.

As more of these plans are approved and implemented, NRP has begun to realize its potential. The Phelps
Park expansion and collaborative opened in November. Construction began on the new school and early
learning center attached to the recently opened Whittier Gym. The 17th Street overlook was completed and
improvements began on South Nicollet Avenue. Thousands of home improvement loans and grants were
issued to property owners. Implementation of the Lake Street Corridor plan began, and after much-needed
rehabilitation, the Penn Plymouth Shopping Center was reopened. NRP is proving that residents can change

the future of our city.

But change is never easy; it takes hard work by many dedicated, selfless individuals. NRP will continue to
work with all of our partners to discover the most effective ways to reach the goals we share. We anticipate

even greater impact as more neighborhood plans begin implementation.

Thank you for your continued efforts to make Minneapolis a better place to live, work, learn and play. Keep

up the good work!

Sincerely,

A sl
Robert D. Miller, Director

March 1997
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As of Decenber, 1996:

e Every neighborhood (81) in the city had

become a voluntary participant in NRP.

e Sixty-six separate neighborhood organizations

are developing plans for these 81 neighborhoods.

e Thirty-two Neighborhood Action Plans had
been approved, out of a possible 66.

e NRP had conducted more than 100 training ses-
sions during the past three years that were attend-
ed by 2,950 residents.

e NRP initiated capital project partnerships with
a variety of major community institutions such as
Honeywell, Boys and Girls Clubs, Urban Ventures,
the Minneapolis Foundation, the Bush
Foundation, and the McKnight Foundation.

e NRP neighborhoods established a pool of
$3.5 million to match City dollars designated for
the demolition of boarded and vacant properties

over the next three years.

NRP Nei ghbor hood Expenditures
(in MIIlions)

e NRP invested a total of
$53 million in Minneapolis neigh-
borhoods between 1991 and 1996.

Bl 1001
] 1992
[] 1993
[] 1994
] 1995
[ 1996

e Expenditures for neighborhood-
based activities increased from an
annual figure of $2,866,596 in 1992
to $21,586,241 in 1996.

e End of the year obligations for
neighborhoods have increased from
$6,268,433 at the end of 1991 to
$93,353,454 at the end of 1996.




NRP | In Transition

1996 NRP highlights:

e 13 First Step Plans and seven Action Plans were

approved.

e $6.5 million was spent for home improvement
and home-buyer assistance programs in 25 neigh-
borhoods. These dollars leveraged a total invest-

ment in housing of at least $10 million in 1996.

e The new Phelps Park Community Center, the
new location for Southside Boys & Girls Club, was

opened.

e A gymnasium, new fields and playgrounds were

completed at Pearl Park.

e Gala Foods, a full-service grocery store, opened

in the Bancroft neighborhood.

e Ground was broken for a new Whittier School.

e NRP served as the catalyst for the development
of eight major commercial/retail corridors that

cross neighborhood boundaries.

e The second Southside Housing Fair was con-
ducted by 14 neighborhoods. Eighty-five local
businesses participated in the Fair and over 2,000

residents attended.

In 1991, the NRP Policy Board and
the dty Qouncil dedicated a total of
$14, 978,005 to fund “Transition
Projects”--critical projects initiated
to hel p neet physical revitalization
needs i n nei ghbor hoods not yet

sel ected for planni ng workshops. As
of Decenber 31, 1996, 90 percent (or
$13, 431, 814) of Transition Project
funds had been expended and 58 per -
cent of the 71 Transition Projects
approved between 1991 and 1993
wer e conpl et ed.

Transition Project results include:

 An investnent of $6,619,595 in
housi ng i nprovenent prograns that
generated at |east $14, 306, 780 in
additional private investnent.

* Inprovenent of at |east 815 single
famly homes and 124 rental

bui I di ngs usi ng NRP-funded | oans
or grants.

e (onstruction of at |east 30
single-famly homes and four rental
bui | dings to repl ace nore than 20
denol i shed structures.

» Construction of one new school
and a nei ghbor hood early | earning
center with help fromthe NRP

e Ste inprovenents at nine parks
and nore than 3,682 newy planted
trees.

e $3.7 mllion set aside to hel p
fi nance econom c devel opnent
proj ects.

» Agenerated investnment of at |east
$21, 979, 700 from ot her sources.

&




Foody; Nei ghbor s

Care and Share Foodshel f Director Beverly Fossum and vol unt eer
Ronni e Patton pack groceries for residents in Prospect Park.

I n the Prospect Park and Elliot Park neighborhoods, residents are providing food for their hungry
neighbors, recognizing that the strength of a community depends upon the well-being of each individual

who lives there.

More than a decade ago, churches in the Prospect Park neighborhood started the all-volunteer Care and
Share Foodshelf. After years of struggling to run the foodshelf exclusively with volunteers, it was in danger
of closure. Prospect Park NRP dollars provided a lifeline for the neighborhood residents trying to feed their

families on insufficient incomes.

“It devel oped directly out of neighborhood
need. It’s what the fol ks want.”

With $42,000 from the neighborhood’s NRP plan, the Care and Share Foodshelf remains open with newly
hired staff who work alongside volunteers to keep the shelves stocked and distribute the groceries to low-
income residents. Located at the new Head Start facility in Luxton Park, the foodshelf is within walking dis-

tance of the nearby Glendale public housing community.




“Funding the foodshelf raised its visibility,” said
Susan Larson-Fleming, a member of Prospect
Park’s NRP steering committee. “It also helped to
strengthen the link between the Glendale resi-

dents and the rest of the neighborhood.”

Before the Elliot Park Food Buying Club was
formed nearly a year and a half ago, neighborhood
residents had three choices when it came time to
do their grocery shopping: patronize a small local
market, an even smaller convenience store, or
leave the neighborhood to find a bigger store with
lower prices and better selection. However, nearly
half of the 5,000 residents in Elliot Park rely on
public transportation and walking as a primary
means of travel. For these residents, shopping out-
side of the neighborhood is not a convenient

option.

At an NRP workshop in March 1995, the commu-
nity suggested forming a food buying club. “It
developed directly out of neighborhood need,”
said Loren Neimi of Elliot Park Neighborhood, Inc
(EPNI). “It's what the folks want.”

The Food Buying Club phones in grocery lists to
two local food suppliers and distributes the food
to its members. EPNI is financing the club’s nutri-
tion, employment training and start-up costs with
NRP dollars and money from the John Heinz
Neighborhood Development Fund. The club’s
long-term goals include offering cooking and
nutrition classes to a projected membership of 200
residents, and the eventual establishment of a
community food co-op. In anticipation of the co-
op, EPNI has earmarked $85,000 from NRP to
purchase a building that will serve as the co-op

site in Elliot Park.

|The Booknmobi | e |returns |

Children browse inside the city’s new Bookwobile.

M nneapol i s Public Libraries owned
a Booknobil e until the early 1980 s
when operations ceased due to a

l ack of funding.

Recently, the desire of two nei gh-
bor hood organi zations to bring
library services back to their resi -
dents hel ped nake the return of the
booknobi |l e a reality.

The Wi ttier nei ghborhood con-
tributed $120,000 of its NRP funds
and the Prospect Park nei ghbor hood
contributed $20,000 of its NRP funds
to bring back the booknobil e.

The booknobile currently serves

M nneapol i s residents at 26 | oca-
tions city-wde, including weekly

stops in the Wittier and Prospect
Par k nei ghbor hoods.

&
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Qust oner Linda DeHaven searches the shel ves of the ReUse Center
for treasures that will help renovate her M nneapolis hone.

0 ne objective of the Phillips NRP Plan is to support The Green Institute to bring environmental-
ly sound development and jobs to the Phillips community. In 1995, the People of Phillips (POP) neighbor-
hood organization made a critical step toward this community goal by collaborating with The Green
Institute to establish the ReUse Center.

Neighborhood residents provided $95,000 in NRP funds to open the ReUse Center in October, 1995 at the
Hi-Lake Shopping Center on Lake Street, where founder and Phillips resident Harvey Winje has been tak-

ing a creative approach to recycling housewares and building supplies.

Salvageable items rescued from remodeled or demolished Minneapolis homes are collected at the Center
and sold to the public. Inside, shoppers can purchase almost anything they need at reduced prices: doors,

windows, sinks, sconces, desks, cupboards, dumbwaiters, shelves, tubs, toilets, tiles, lights and more.

According to ReUse Center manager Joyce Wisdom, store items are gathered “from one end of the spectrum
to another.” Not only does the Center receive materials from individual homeowners who are rehabbing

their homes or cleaning out their attics and garages, but contractors demolishing entire commercial and




“cl ean technol ogy,

protection of the

envi ronnent, good
payi ng jobs,

communi ty, justice,

and you’ ve done it
t oget her.”

residential buildings also make generous dona-
tions. In fact, last summer the ReUse Center
received a huge donation of bookcases from a St.
Paul construction company and six deliveries of
surplus tile. With a little imagination, these “recy-

cled” items will find their place in another home.

In addition to such a variety of inexpensive goods
and new jobs for some neighborhood residents,
the ReUse Center offers home repair classes twice

a week and information about recycling.

Since opening, the ReUse Center has enjoyed
strong success. This year, a total revenue of
$250,000 is expected on 5,000 sales.

At the ReUse Center’s grand opening on March 16,
1996, Senator Paul Wellstone praised the innova-
tive collaboration between POP and The Green
Institute, saying, “We got a marriage here: clean
technology, protection of the environment, good
paying jobs, community, justice, and you've done

it together.”

The Green Institute is committed to promoting
stewardship of the planet through the develop-
ment of earth-friendly businesses and ecological
reuse of a multi-block area in Phillips. The ReUse

Center is the Institute’s first project.

Bridging | Barriers

Children learn and play together in the Luxton Park computer lab.

New conput ers purchased with
Prospect Park NRP funds have nade
the conputer |ab at Luxton Park
nore popul ar than ever.

The new conputers, conplete with
graphi c and col or capabilities and
nmany ot her “bells and buzzers,”
enabl e the kids who use them“to see
what they can inmagine,” according to
Joel Race, Youth Program Director
at Luxton Park.

Race observes that unlike other
activities at the park, the conputer
lab is a place where “racial and gen-
der barriers are broken down. The
ki ds know how to work together on
the conputers on a | evel playing
field,” he said.

Many of the kids who use the |ab
live at Qendale, a public housing
community adjacent to the park. “A
| ot of the kids never see a conputer
out si de of school,” said Race.

Currently, the lab is open 1520
hours per week. Youth and adul t
conput er cl asses are being of fered
to teach residents howto use the
new equi pnent .

&




BreakingNew Gr ound

v uring their NRP planning process, hous-
ing and employment were identified as top priori-
ties of the Central, Phillips, Powderhorn Park, and
Whittier neighborhoods. To address their concerns,
these four communities have partnered with
Minneapolis’ private sector, nonprofit developers,
NRP and MCDA, to develop the Home Ownership
for Minneapolis’ Southside (HOMS) Initiative.

The HOMS Initiative is threefold: First, the effort

will create 150 new home ownership opportunities

by replacing demolished homes or rehabbing vacant

and boarded ones. The four participating neighbor- Aty residents construct a new garage
hoods contain one-third of all boarded and vacant as part of their on-site training.

homes in Minneapolis and are traditionally inhabit-
ed by some of the city’s lowest income families; Second, the Initiative offers financial support so that less
than five percent of new owners default on their loans; Finally, HOMS creates employment opportunities by

offering training scholarships to neighborhood residents who participate in home construction.

“I't would never have happened w t hout HOVS.”

Administrative funding for the Initiative comes from the four participating neighborhood organizations
through their NRP plans. Project funding is donated by the private sector of Minneapolis, including
Honeywell, the Minneapolis Foundation and the Family Housing Fund. These dollars are then leveraged

with new homeowner mortgages.

“We chose to support HOMS for many reasons,” said Honeywell Community Affairs Director Andre Lewis.
“It empowers members of the community, generates excitement about revitalization, and encourages resi-

dents to take ownership of their neighborhoods.”

10




June 1996 marked the end of the first phase of the
five-year initiative. Five new homes have been
occupied, two have been sold and seven more are
being developed. Program Manager James Buesing
is enthusiastic about the first-year achievements.
“We've accomplished more in this first year than
anyone expected--not just promoting HOMS, but
accomplishing the overall goals of the neighbor-
hoods through their NRP plans,” Buesing said.

“This is an extremely good use of NRP dollars.”

“We’re changin
t he | andscape o

the community
for the better.”

Central neighborhood resident Patrick Stenzel has
his own HOMS success story. While searching for
an affordable new home, Stenzel noticed a vacant
triplex in Central, but could not afford rehabilita-
tion costs in addition to the purchase price.
Securing rehab financing through HOMS allowed
Stenzel to purchase the triplex after it was con-
verted into a single-family unit. “It would never
have happened without HOMS,” he said.

In 1997, the Initiative intends to acquire, improve
and sell 20-30 more sites. More training scholar-
ships will be granted and at least half of the
employment opportunities created by the HOMS
Initiative will be contracted to Minneapolis resi-

dents.

“We're changing the landscape of the community
for the better,” said Dr. Emmet Carson, President
of The Minneapolis Foundation, one of the local

foundations supporting the HOMS Initiative.

|I—abitat II| Nat i onal Excellencel

On February 12, 1996, The

M nneapol i s NRP received the

Nati onal Excellence Anard for “The
dty Suimit (Habitat I1)” and was
cited as an outstandi ng exanpl e of
community building in the Uhited
Sates.

NRP was one of 25 award recipients
sel ected fromanmong 175 subm s-
sions representing 35 states. The
NRP was chosen after a site eval ua-
tion and nultiple reviews by a

nati onal commttee chaired by Henry
QG sneros, Secretary of the US
Department of Housing and W ban
Devel opnent .

The National Excellence Award cel e-
brates actions, initiatives or pro-
jects that represent outstandi ng
exanpl es of creative probl emsol v-
ing that lead to inprovenent in the
qguality of urban life.

The award was sponsored in support
of “The dty Sunmt (Habitat 11)”
international conference held in
June in Istanbul, Turkey, where NRP
was showcased.
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M nneapol i s residents | earn about housi ng opportunities at the
Sout hsi de Housi ng and Hone | nprovenent Fair.

W hen the Powderhorn Park and Bancroft neighborhoods completed their NRP plans two years ago,
each held small neighborhood housing fairs to distribute home fix-up funds and give residents a chance to
meet contractors. According to Bancroft Neighborhood Association staff member Stephanie Schmit there

were not enough participants at the smaller fairs to make them worthwhile.

the fair has grown appreciably into
a vibrant gathering that now draws
mor e than 2,000 residents.

Now, Minneapolis neighborhoods have combined their resources to make the Southside Housing and Home
Improvement Fair a much bigger event. A small dream in its first year, the Fair has grown appreciably into
a vibrant gathering that now draws more than 2,000 residents and offers almost anything needed to buy,
repair or fill up a home. Approaching the Fair as a cooperative effort has also attracted funders like the Twin
City Housing Fair Partnership, Fannie Mae and Marquette Bank. The Fair was co-sponsored by NRP and
South High Community Education.
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“Its a good match-making service,” said Rick
Fitzpatrick, a Housing Fair volunteer from the
Bryant neighborhood. He noticed “a lot of people
jumping from table to table to find out which

neighborhood they’re in and what we can offer.”

Twelve Minneapolis neighborhood organizations
participated in the 1996 fair: Bancroft, Bryant,
Powderhorn Park, East Harriet, Phillips, Standish-
Ericsson, Central, Field-Regina-Northrup, Hale-
Page-Diamond Lake, Longfellow, Seward and
Corcoran. Many completed their NRP plans and
were at the event to publicize their housing pro-
grams including home fix-up grants or loans and
valuable resources like Powderhorn Park
Neighborhood Association’s new housing data-

base.

In addition to the neighborhood NRP housing
program  sponsors, 15 nonprofit agencies, 15
finance and real estate organizations, and 54 con-
tractors sponsored tables at the event. Those who
filled the atrium of South High that day also had
their choice of more than ten educational seminars

on a variety of housing topics.

Schmit estimated that the turnout in 1996 was
three times that of the previous year. “More spon-
sors came on board and more neighborhoods are
here working together. It's really exciting,” she

said.

Shada Buyobe-Hammond, a resident who staffed
the People of Phillips table, said, “It's great for
people to get resources, information and a wealth
of ideas while interacting with some familiar faces

right in their own community.”

| Vit al Commnities|1996 |

Conference participants tour Stevens Square.

In Septenber 1996, NRP hosted the
Vital GCommunities Conference in
partnership with the Mnneapolis
Pl anni ng Depar t nent.

Desi gned to showcase M nneapol i s’
unique revitalization efforts, the
conference attracted a nationa

audi ence of three hundred nei gh-
bor hood organi zers and acti vi sts,

pl anners, government staff and stu-
dents. More than one-third of the
conference participants were from
out of state, representing 47 US
cities.

The conference agenda i ncl uded

M nneapol i s nei ghbor hood tours, a
Comunity Initiatives Expo, and 17
wor kshop sessions that addressed a
variety of topics such as nei ghbor -
hood capacity, comunity safety,
conput er networ ki ng for nei ghbor -
hoods, |everagi ng resources and a
conpr ehensi ve | ook at the NRP.

Eval uati ons conpl eted by attendees
showed that nost were very pl eased
with the content and quality of the
conference. CQverall, the confer-
ence received a 7.9 rating out of a
possi bl e 10.

The conf erence was co-sponsored by
Hennepi n County, MDA and Public

Technol ogi es | nc.




J Wh at
TheDDHCS'i:_OTaOr der ed

I n the Sumner-Glenwood neighborhood
it is not uncommon to find Southeast Asian families
of eight or more members. For these families a sim-
ple visit to the doctor is anything but easy.
Transportation to the doctor’s office can be prob-
lematic and the language and cultural differences
Southeast Asian families encounter can be over-

whelming.

In a collaborative effort to provide health care for
Southeast Asian families in a comfortable, accessi-
ble environment, Sumner-Glenwood residents used
a portion of their NRP funds in partnership with
Pilot City and Northside Agencies to establish the
Glenwood-Lyndale Clinic. Recently opened, the
new clinic is adjacent to the Glenwood-Lyndale
Public Housing Community Center where many of

its clients live.

Communi ty Advocate Nancy Vang
provi des "transl ati on for~ Sout heast

Asian residents at the | ocal
Lyndal e dinic.

Ad enwood-

The Sumner-Glenwood neighborhood has committed more than $900,000 in NRP funds to the clinic for use

over a four-year period. A third of the neighborhood’s investment, along with a matching commitment of

$200,000 from the Minneapolis Public Housing Authority, went toward the renovation of the space the clin-

ic now occupies. The remaining money will be used for staff funding and to operate the clinic.

Three Hmong interpreters employed by the clinic help to bridge the language and cultural gaps that can pre-

vent neighborhood residents from receiving the health care they need. Sumner-Glenwood community advo-

cate Nancy Vang is one of the Hmong interpreters at the clinic. She says that clients will often walk into the

clinic and sit down in the waiting room without checking in or informing staff of their needs. One of Vang’s

jobs is to find out what those needs are.

14




“They have to trust you in order to tell you any-
thing,” Vang says. Sometimes, trust can be estab-

lished through a common language.

Hmong I nterpreters
bri dge | anguage and
cul tural gaps that
can prevent residents
fromrecei vi ng needed
heal t h care.

Lee Pao Moua, another clinic staff member,
worked as a doctor in Laos before immigrating to
the United States. At the Glenwood-Lyndale clin-
ic, Moua interprets medical concepts and practices

for patients unfamiliar with Western medicine.

Moua has collaborated with clan leaders of the
local Southeast Asian community to ensure their
involvement in the clinic. These elected elders
meet quarterly with Moua and other clinic staff to
keep everyone informed about common needs and

concerns.

The clinic was made possible through a collabora-
tion involving: Hennepin County; Pilot City and
Northside Agencies, which provide much of the
staffing and equipment; the City of Minneapolis,
which operates a WIC program for the clinic; the
Sumner-Glenwood Neighborhood Association,
which identified the need for the clinic and made
NRP dollars available; Minneapolis Public
Housing, which owns the building; and the clan

leaders of the local Hmong community.

| Mayni doowahdak

| Qdena |

Architectural rendering of the new housing units to be constructed
in Phillips neighborhood.

Made possi bl e through a partnership
bet ween the M nnesota American
Indian AlDS Task Force (NMA ATF) and
Powder horn Residents G oup (PRG,
Mayni doowahdak Qdena is a cul tur-
al ly-specific housing project that
wll provide 14 units of pernmanent
housing in Phillips nei ghborhood
for Native Arericans living wth HV.

Built on the concept of a tradition-
al Native Anerican village, and co-
desi gned by Native Anerican archi -
tect Douglas Cardinal and Dovolis
Johnson & Ruggi eri, Maydi noowahdak
Qdena means “a pl ace where cere-
noni es happen” in Qi bwe.

“W designed the community from
the inside out, involving residents
in the visioning process to create a
nmut ual | y supportive environnent,”
said Mchel e Wegand, executive
director at PRG

Mayni doowahdak Qdena is supported
inpart by the Phillips Indian NP,
whi ch has desi gnat ed $450, 000 in
NRP funds for project devel opnent.
QG oundbreaki ng i s schedul ed for
spring 1997.
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el come HO me

T he Jordan community proudly opened
its homes to the public last fall. Originally the idea
of the Jordan Area Community Council (JACC),
the 1995 Jordan Home Tour was part of an exten-
sive effort to showcase housing developments initi-

ated by Jordan’s NRP Housing Committee.

Guided by playful signs reading “I Love My
Neighborhood,” visitors were invited on a tour of
14 new and rehabilitated homes. Homes receiving
improvements with loan dollars through Northside
Neighborhood Housing Services (NNHS) were also
exhibited and local realtors were encouraged to

hold “open houses” in conjunction with the tour.

Before the home tour could take place, however, ) ) ) .
This playful si 9n uided visitors
the Jordan neighborhood had to evaluate its attendi ng the Jordan Hone Tour.

housing stock and make difficult demolition and

“Rehab is a very inportant thing
to be doing because it hel ps
protect the flavor and integrity of the
nei ghbor hood.”

rehabilitation decisions. Acquired with the assistance of Habitat for Humanity and the Home Ownership
Works Program managed by the MCDA, newly vacated sites or good rehabilitation prospects received the

much-needed attention of professional contractors, volunteers, and new home owners.

16




New homes were constructed by the Greater
Minneapolis Metropolitan Housing Corporation
on vacated lots, while run-down but structurally
sound single-family homes and duplexes in the
area were remodeled to suit the needs of prospec-

tive home owners.

Deborah Wagner of NNHS is excited about the
housing improvements being made in Jordan and
is happy with the success of the home tour. “We
had a good turn-out,” Wagner said. Although
organizers of the event “anticipated that mostly
Jordan residents would attend” in support of their
own community, the tour drew many outsiders

and as many as 70 visitors to a single house!

“The nei ghbor hood
s starting to care
agal n.”

The home tour not only attracted people into the
Jordan neighborhood, but it also encouraged a
sense of community and educated residents about
the extensive efforts undertaken by JACC to
improve the area. “I think rehab is a very impor-
tant thing to be doing because it helps protect the
flavor and integrity of the neighborhood,” said one

participant.

As revitalization efforts continue, JACC is plan-
ning to host another home tour. As resident Bob
Scott said, “The neighborhood is starting to care

again.”

| Pol i ce |

Qubst ati on |

Minneapolis residents can register bicycles at the new police sub-
station in Loring Park.

During their NRP pl anni ng process,
residents of Loring Park identified
the need for a nore visible police
presence in the nei ghborhood.

Instead of waiting to conplete their
NRP plan, residents took natters
into their own hands and opened a
storefront community policing sub-
station in Novenber, 1994. Suppli es,
funds and space for the substation
at 1501 LaSall e Avenue were donat -
ed by | ocal business owners.

Two M nneapol is police officers
work out of the substation.

Nei ghbor hood residents and stu-
dents in Mnneapolis Community

Qol lege’s crimnal justice program
provi de staffing.

“The increased visibility and contact
wth police has nade a difference in
peopl €' s perceptions about the

pol i ce departnent and crine,” said
Robert Thonpson of QGtizens for a
Lori ng Park Conmunity.

Services provided at the substation
include apartnent security inforna-
tion, community safety videos, neigh-
bor hood i nfornati on for new resi -
dents and voter and bicycle regis-
tration naterials.

&
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Armatage
Audubon Park
Bancroft
Beltrami
Bottineau

Bryant

Bryn Mawr
CARAG
Cedar-Isles-Dean
Cedar Riverside-West Bank
Central
Cleveland
Columbia Park
Cooper
Corcoran
Diamond Lake
Downtown East
Downtown West
East Harriet-Farmstead
East Isles

ECCO

Elliot Park
Ericsson

Field

Folwell

Fulton

Hale

18

Harrison
Hawthorne
Hiawatha
Holland

Howe

Jordan
Keewaydin
Kenny
Kenwood-Isles
Kingfield
Lind-Bohanan
Linden Hills
Logan Park
Longfellow
Loring Park
Lowry Hill
Lowry Hill East
Lyndale
Lynnhurst
Marcy Holmes
Marshall Terrace
McKinley
Minnehaha
Morris Park
Near North
Nicollet Island-East Bank
North Loop

Northeast Park
Northrup

Page

Phillips
Powderhorn Park
Prospect Park-East River Road
Regina

St. Anthony East
St. Anthony West
Seward

Sheridan

Shingle Creek
Southeast Como
Standish

Stevens Square-Loring Heights
Sumner-Glenwood
Tangletown
Victory

Waite Park
Webber-Camden
Wenonah

West Calhoun
Whittier

Willard Hay
Windom

Windom Park




Staff

Making M nneapolis a better place to live, work, learn and play

From left 1o right: Joe Horan, John Levin, Alicia Cox- Courtney Knox, Carsten Slostad, Stacy Sorenson,
Jenkins, Paul Maki and Satricia Motley Jennifer Billig and Rita Rocheford

Peggy Summers, Jake Houle, Jack Whitehurst, Erik John Akre, Ryan Kragerud, Pamela Taylor, Peg
Takeshita, Barb Lickness and Bob Miller Mountin and Beverly Banks
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The M nneapolis
Nei ghbor hood
Revitalization
Program

OGown Roller MII, Suite 425
105 Fifth Avenue South

M nneapol is, MN55401

(612) 673-5140
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